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REMARKS 

Examiner Stephens is thanked for the courtesy of the interview granted 
Applicants 1 attorney on April 12, 2005. 

During the course of the interview, Applicants 1 attorney explained the nature of 
the typographical error that was found in the specification and claims of the present 
application. In view of the fact that the equations represent minimum average 
release times, it is clear that the operating signal > should be changed to greater 
than or equal to >. With regard to paragraph 0057 of the specification, it is clear that 
the double bracket should be changed to an equal sign, because the values 
represent the average release times. Similar amendments are made to the symbols 
in the claims. 

Submitted herewith are two Office Actions from the European Patent Office in 
a related application. In the first action dated May 10, 2005 (10.05.2004), the 
Examiner identifies the typographical error relating to "«". In the second Office 
Action dated October 15, 2004, the Examiner agrees that the error was "of the 
obvious kind" and can be corrected. 

With regard to the allowability of the pending claims, the Examiner requests a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer is submitted concurrently herewith. As for 
the prior art, the subject matter of the present claims are similar to those of the 
parent application, now, U.S. Patent No. 6,726,670. Accordingly, Applicants submit 
that the present application is patentable at least for the reasons used in the parent. 

Also submitted herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement identifying 
some recently found references. 
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In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to enter the Information Disclosure Statement, the 
amendments, and to find the application to be in condition for allowance. 

In the event that there are any questions concerning this amendment, the 
Examiner is respectfully urged to telephone the undersigned attorney so that 
prosecution of the application may be expedited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 

Date: H-25H* JZlllLuC&£Q 

William C. Rowland 
Registration No. 30,888 

P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 
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